home groups / week of Apr 29 Q%

Welcome + Opening Prayer

Acts 26:6-32
See passage printed on the back of this page.

THEMATIC OVERVIEW
The relationship between
explaining God to people
inourlvesand : EXplore + Apply
experiencing God
in our daily life.

1. What are some of the experiences— positive or negative—you have had when
: invited to explain God to a co-worker, friend, neighbor, or family member?

2. Do you think the Christian faith is reasonable? Why is this important? How does
Paul explain that faith in Christ is reasonable? How would you?

3. Where do you have a “frenetic anger” (another way to translate v. 11) that drives

: you in your efforts to make life work? How would experiencing Christ’s forgiveness
and Him “making a place for you” (v. 17) transform that drive, as God did with
Paul? What are some short, daily rhythms you could establish to experience more
of God in your daily life in the categories: prayer, study, service, self-care?

Pray

» Reflect on how Paul describes the gospel in v. 17: forgiveness of sins and making
a place for you with God. Give thanks for God’s deliverance in Christ!

PRAYER GUIDELINES . . . . . .
» Pray and listen: What drives you? What is a source of frenetic anger in your life?

In prayer, we ask God to

transform us and the world How might God transform that drive as He did with Paul’s?
around us with His grace. -, Pray “Thy Kingdom come” here in West Seattle, in the U.S. and around the world,
-------------------------------------------------- specifically that more and more people would experience the freedom God brings
GROUP SCHEDULE - SPRING as He transforms our frenetic and often angry attempts to make life work into a
Last HG quide - May 13| Christ-like, sacrificial love.

Feel free to kick off the
summer season of informal
meetings on Memorial Day.
HG guides begin again the

week of Labor Day.

Home Groups are a vital part of shared life and growth in Christ. Here, we build
community, deepen relationships, and discover and live the Christian life together.



Acts 26:6-32

6"l stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve
tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope | am accused by Jews, O king!
8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? o | myself was convinced that | ought to
do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And | did so in Jerusalem. | not only locked up
many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death |
cast my vote against them. 11 And | punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them
blaspheme, and in raging fury against them | persecuted them even to foreign cities.

12 “In this connection | journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 At
midday, O king, | saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those
who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’

15 And | said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘1 am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise and
stand upon your feet, for | have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to
the things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your
people and from the Gentiles—to whom | am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

19 “Therefore, O King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those in
Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should
repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews seized
me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To this day | have had the help that comes from God, and so | stand
here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to
pass: 23 that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light
both to our people and to the Gentiles.”

24 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your
mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” 25 But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most
excellent Festus, but | am speaking true and rational words. 26 For the king knows about these things, and to
him | speak boldly. For | am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been
done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? | know that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said
to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 29 And Paul said, “Whether short or long, |
would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as | am—except for
these chains.”

30 Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them. 31 And when they
had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death or imprisonment.”
32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”



